Basics of Animal Health extension Service delivery

1. Principles of Animal Health Extension
These guide how extension should be practiced:
Scientific Accuracy
· Information must be evidence-based and aligned with veterinary science and national guidelines.
· Avoid unverified remedies or misinformation.
Relevance to Local Context
· Tailor messages to local livestock species, breeds, production systems, and disease prevalence.
· Address priority needs of the farming community.
Clarity and Simplicity
· Use simple, understandable language.
· Avoid excessive technical jargon unless it is explained.
Cultural Appropriateness
· Respect local beliefs, norms, and gender roles.
· Use examples, analogies, and stories familiar to farmers.
Practicality
· Provide solutions that farmers can realistically adopt with available resources.
· Emphasize low-cost and locally available options where possible.
Participatory Approach
· Involve farmers in identifying problems, setting priorities, and evaluating results.
· Encourage two-way communication rather than one-way lectures.
Timeliness
· Deliver messages and services at the right season or disease-risk period (e.g., vaccination before outbreak season).
Inclusiveness
· Ensure access for women, youth, and marginalized livestock keepers.
· Consider language diversity and literacy levels.
 Prevention over Cure
· Emphasize preventive measures (biosecurity, vaccination, hygiene) rather than relying only on treatment.
Sustainability
· Build farmers’ long-term capacity to manage animal health themselves, rather than creating dependency.
Empowerment and Self-Reliance
· Equip farmers with skills to diagnose early signs, take action, and seek timely veterinary help.
Holistic Approach (One Health)
· Integrate animal health with human health, food safety, and environmental protection.
Ethical Practice
· Follow veterinary ethics—do no harm, respect animal welfare, and avoid conflict of interest.
Evidence-Based Decision Making
· Use data from disease surveillance, research, and local observation to guide extension content.
Continuous Learning and Feedback
· Adjust messages based on farmer feedback, new technologies, and emerging challenges.

Practical Steps for Effective Animal Health Extension Delivery
Before you start:
· Prepare clear messages (3–5 key points).
· Bring visual aids or live demonstrations.
· Know local disease trends and current farmer concerns.
· Arrange safe, inclusive meeting space.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Create smooth communication environment 
During delivery:
· Use interactive methods (questions, group discussion, role play).
· Speak slowly and clearly, using local language.
· Encourage farmer sharing of experiences.
After delivery:
· Ask farmers to repeat key points to confirm understanding.
· Provide simple take-home materials.
· Follow up with practical support and monitoring.

